
In this month's newsletter, you'll find all the information you need to
know for both World Equestrian Center locations in October.

Watch Us Grow

Click through to learn more about construction updates from exciting projects such as
The Shoppes Off 80th, The Riding Academy Hotel, the University of Florida Health
Physician Offices, the Event Center at WEC and Indoor Arena 6.

Learn More
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New renderings highlight the exciting construction of the Medical and Business
Center as part of the numerous upgrades to the WEC – Ocala facility.

Check Out the Latest Issue of WEC Magazine

Read Here

A Day in the Life at World Equestrian Center – Wilmington
With Charlotte Clark of Kendalwood Farm

Celebrating the World Equestrian Center – Ocala 2023
Summer Series

Thank you, exhibitors, for a summer of top equestrian sport at World Equestrian
Center – Ocala!

Get Ready for the Longines League of Nations™

The North American qualifier of the Longines Leagues of Nations™ will be held at
World Equestrian Center – Ocala from March 19 to 23, 2024.

Read More

October Event Calendar

World Equestrian Center – Ocala:

WEC – Ocala Open Schooling Day – Hunter/Jumper, Dressage and Western: Open
schooling days will give horse-and-rider combinations an opportunity to train in the
climate-controlled indoor arenas, a chance to ride in a unique atmosphere and
welcome those who have not yet competed at WEC. 

There will be five open arenas, with two designated for flat work. Two dressage rings
will be located within the CaptiveOne Advisors Indoor Arena 1, hunter jumps will be
set in UF Health Indoor Arena 2 and jumpers will take over Indoor Arena 3. Schooling
is open from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on each schooling day. 

Dates: 
Friday, October 6
Saturday, October 7
Friday, October 13
Saturday, October 14

Learn More

Open Schooling Registration

WEC Oktoberfest 2023: October 7 – Celebrate Oktoberfest in Expo 1 with German-
themed fun. Break out the lederhosen and enjoy traditional food, fill a
commemorative stein with draft pours and samples of German beer, play games
(stein-holding competition, anyone?) and dance to live music with the Swinging
Bavarians.

Buy Oktoberfest Tickets

Run right to the fun with the Schnitzel Shuffle 5K Fun Run in honor of Oktoberfest.
Bibs, medals and t-shirts are included in race entry and themed attire is encouraged.

Sign Up for the Schnitzel Shuffle

National Dessert Day Celebration: October 10-15 – Enjoy a sweet celebration all
week long. Stop by Emma’s Patisserie at The Equestrian Hotel for 10% off all
desserts and macarons in honor of National Dessert Day.

WEC – Ocala Job Fair: October 10-12, 24-25, 28 – Explore immediate openings in
the hospitality, tourism and travel industry at World Equestrian Center – Ocala during
the job fair in Exposition Center 2. Bring your résumé and walk in from 10:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. to be considered on the spot for a range of available positions from entry
level to management.

View Open Job Postings and Apply in Advance

Super Gigantic Garage Sale: October 21-22 – Ocala's largest indoor garage sale is
coming back to the World Equestrian Center in Expo Center 2, where there will be
more than 100 sellers all under one roof. You'll be able to find hidden treasures
galore including antiques, clothes, toys, jewelry, tools, collectibles, vintage items,
furniture, horse tack and much more.

General tickets are $5. Kids 12 and under are admitted for free. Limited early bird
tickets are available for $10, which provides access to the shops earlier in the
morning ahead of the general public.

Buy Tickets

Ocala International Horse Show: October 23-28 – The third-annual competition
features a variety of performance show breeds, including American Saddlebreds,
Hackney Ponies, Morgans, Roadsters and Dutch Harness Horses. The event is free,
but there is a nightly VIP dinner on the outdoor terrace at Stirrups Restaurant
Tuesday-Saturday. Tickets for each night of VIP dining can be purchased online or
onsite during the show, pending availability. There will also be kids activities on
Saturday.

Learn More

Hocus Pawcus Canine Costume Contest: October 28 – Calling all Ocala dog owners,
join WEC – Ocala for the first-ever Hocus Pawcus Canine Costume Contest from
4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in Indoor Arena 2. This free social event is guaranteed to be a
barking good time. Owners and pets alike are encouraged to dress in their Halloween
best to compete for top-dog prizes in a selection of costume categories, including: 

Best-in-Show (Owner/Dog Combination) 
Funniest Dog Costume
Most Original Dog Costume 

Impressive prizes are on-the-line, including gift cards, WEC merchandise and more.
Final selection for winners will take place live at 5:30 p.m. Don't miss the opportunity
to spend the afternoon socializing with your furry friends, enjoying canine vendors
and entertainment, as well as all your fall favorites for humans and pups from the
WEC food truck and cash bars. Ocala animal welfare non-profit Voices of Change
Animal League (VOCAL) will showcase several of their adorable, adoptable dogs at
the event. 

Please be advised: 

Dogs must wear a collar with ID tags and remain leashed and attended to at all
times.
Dogs must be current on all required vaccinations.
Please refrain from bringing in-tact male dogs, female dogs in heat or puppies
less than 8-weeks old.
Owners will be responsible for all actions and any damages caused by their
dogs.
Owners must clean up after their dogs.

Learn More

Halloween Celebration 2023: October 29 – Calling all ghosts, super heroes,
princesses and monsters, too! They’re all invited, and so are you, to celebrate
Halloween in the WEC Grand Plaza from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Bring the family to trick-or-treat at retailers and restaurants throughout the Grand
Plaza. Decorate cookies and pumpkins courtesy of Signature Brands and pose for a
photo of the family all dressed up. A spirited balloon artist will be on the plaza
creating spooky balloon creatures for the kids.

This is a free event, and leashed dogs are welcome.

Please note: all pumpkins, cookies and candy will be first-come, first-served and
available as supplies last.

Save the Dates:

Ocala Food & Wine Festival: November 3-5 – The third annual Ocala Food & Wine
Festival presented by Lugano Diamonds returns to World Equestrian Center. The
2023 event is a celebrity-chef-led celebration featuring three days of culinary
competition, beer, wine and spirits education and samples of extraordinary cuisine.

Buy Tickets

Winter Wonderland: November 24-December 23 – This enchanting festival of lights
returns to World Equestrian Center – Ocala for the holiday season.

Learn More

Passport to Champagne: December 15 – Passport to Champagne is the fourth and
final event in the 2023 Stirrups Wine Series presented by Wheels Up. Enjoy the
tastes of France's iconic Champagne region and sample sparkling wine from around
the globe as you explore the cuisine and culture on the terrace under the holiday
lights.

Buy Tickets

All for the Horses Expo: March 22-24, 2024 – The All for the Horses Expo, an all-
equine industry tradeshow, is returning for its second year with an expanded
schedule of events and a larger selection of equestrian and lifestyle vendors. General
admission and parking for the Expo will be free for all attendees. The All for the
Horses Expo will be held during the finale week of the 2024 Winter Spectacular Show
Series, which hosts thousands of horses and riders in the hunter, jumper, and
equitation disciplines.

Vendors interested in attending in 2024 are encouraged to apply soon as spaces will
fill quickly. Vendors from every aspect and discipline of the equestrian industry are
welcome. For pre-registration, vendor application or additional information, contact
AllForTheHorses@wec.net. 

Vendor Application

World Equestrian Center – Wilmington:

Halloween Festivities

Halloween Themed Craft Day: October 7 – Create your spooky creations in the
Paddock Club.

Howl-O-Ween Costume Contest: October 14 – Enter your howling hound into a
haunting competition in Vendor Village.

Pumpkins in the Paddock: October 21 – Be a part of all the Hocus Pocus! Pumpkins
will be provided and carved in the Paddock Club, with three categories exhibitors can
submit their pumpkin into: the Spookiest Pumpkin, the Most Detailed Pumpkin, and
the WEC Pumpkin. Those who wish to take their pumpkin home can do so after the
competition.

The Spooky Horse Costume Competition: October 28 – Bring your ghoulish pony to
the wicked costume contest in Vendor Village.

Spooktacular Adoption Event: October 28 – Find your new boo in Vendor Village. The
Clinton County Humane Society will be bringing adoptable pets to WEC.

Monthly Event Calendar

Competition Calendar
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World Equestrian Center – Wilmington

2023 Fall Classic Series Dates

Fall Classic II: October 4-8 USEF
Premier/Level 4 Jumper
Fall Classic III: October 11-15 USEF
Premier/Level 5 Jumper
Fall Classic IV: October 18-22 USEF
Premier/Level 5 Jumper
Fall Classic V: October 25-29 USEF
Premier/Level 5 Jumper

Fall Classic Prize List

2023 Midwest Indoors Dates

Midwest Indoors I: November 8-12 USEF
Premier/Level 4 Jumpers
Midwest Indoors II: November 15-19
USEF Premier/Level 4 Jumpers
Winter Classic 1: November 29-
December 3 USEF Premier/Level 4
Jumpers

Midwest Indoors Prize List
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World Equestrian Center – Ocala

2023 November and December Show
Series Dates

November I: November 8-12
November II: November 15-19

December I: December 5-10 CSI3*
December II: December 12-17 CSI3*

November Prize List (pending
USEF approval)

December Prize List (pending
USEF approval)

WEC – Ocala Dressage Schedule:

October 21-22, 2023 – USEF/USDF competition
November 16-19, 2023 – CDI3* and USEF/USDF competition
December 7-10, 2023 – CDI-W and USEF/USDF competition

The Iberian Horse Spectacular is a weekend of unique competition at WEC –
Ocala on October 20-22, 2023. Iberian breeds are invited to compete for special
prizes at all FEI levels from Young Horse through Grand Prix. The highlight will be
a one-night-only event on Friday, October 20, celebrating the majestic horses of
Spain and Portugal in an exciting equestrian presentation. Brought to you
by Hampton Green Farm and the Baroque Equestrian Institute, the IBERICON
reception and exhibition will include PRE, Andalusian and Lusitano horses
showing their signature movements in traditional dressage as well as costumes of
the region. CLICK HERE for information about the competition, or visit the
Hampton Green Farm Facebook page and Baroque Equestrian Institute Facebook
page for display and advertising information.

Marking the next installment of the Masterclass series held at WEC – Ocala, the
venue will host Olympic and 2023 European champion Jessica von Bredow-
Werndl and her brother, top Dressage rider and trainer Benjamin Werndl, of
Germany. The through the levels Masterclass will be held on December 8-9, 2023,
and is sponsored by LeMieux and Cavago and presented by Equestrian
Management Agency.

Buy Tickets

Sponsor of the Month: E-Z-GO

E‑Z‑GO has become a world leader in transportation and a leading global
manufacturer of golf carts, utility vehicles and personal transportation vehicles. From
its headquarters in Augusta, GA, E‑Z‑GO builds tens of thousands of vehicles each
year, many of which feature game-changing technology and innovations to improve
vehicle efficiency and enhance the user experience like no other vehicle. E‑Z‑GO is
also well known for its business and operational excellence. In 2009, E‑Z‑GO
received the coveted Shingo Prize for Operational Excellence. That same year, the
company's Augusta facility was named one of Industry Week magazine's top 10
manufacturing plants in North America.
 
E‑Z‑GO was one of the original Founding Partners to join World Equestrian Center –
Ocala. With 500 E‑Z‑GO golf carts available onsite, guests can rent these carts to
navigate the facility that spans more than 300 acres.

Learn More

Vendor Spotlight: The Debonair Collection

The Debonair Collection is a luxury boutique and home accessories store, providing a
quality shopping experience by sourcing authentic goods from all over the world
based on inspiration from the founder’s travels. Browse a swath of luxury brands like
Cartier, Gucci, Saint Laurent, Bottega Veneta and Chloe as well as original products
from throw blankets, home scents and custom furniture, to hand-forged knives,
leather goods and feather bowties.

Guests of The Equestrian Hotel at World Equestrian Center – Ocala can shop The
Debonair Collection located on the first floor of the hotel.

Learn More

UF Veterinary Hospital at World Equestrian Center – Ocala
Offers Equine Rehabilitative Services

The equine veterinarians at the UF Veterinary Hospital at World Equestrian Center –
Ocala offer world-class care, are board-certified in equine sports medicine and
rehabilitation, are well-versed in the demands of each individual sport horse and can
provide a range of rehabilitative treatments and programs to ensure your horse
performs or recovers at its best.

Learn More

World Equestrian Center in the News

Eventing Nation Eurodressage

WEC Social Media Memories

Remember to tag World Equestrian Center and use #worldequestriancenter on
all of your WEC social media posts!

About World Equestrian Center
World Equestrian Center features two premier equestrian and multidisciplinary
venues in Ocala, Florida, and Wilmington, Ohio. 

These exclusive facilities comprise state-of-the-art arenas, expansive stadiums,
versatile outdoor space, sporting fields and well-appointed exposition centers. An
abundance of lodging options and luxury accommodations are conveniently located
on-site, along with shopping and dining throughout each property.

Dedicated to offering great sport and good fun in a family-friendly environment, World
Equestrian Center promises an unparalleled experience for exhibitors, spectators,
vendors, sponsors and retailers built on three core values: Quality. Class. Distinction.

Learn more at wec.net.

Media Contact: 
Justin Garner 
justin.garner@wec.net
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